11. Research and Development
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DEVELOPMENT

Research and development at voestalpine are
decentralized and located close to both the
respective production facilities and the market.
This global network of over 70 sites is controlled
by the Research Board and through Research
Coordination. Several formats serve to promote
knowledge sharing and exploit synergistic
potential:  The Research Committee is
responsible for comparative work regarding the

voestalpine AG

research programs as well as for helping R&D
managers to network; Group projects link the
knowledge available in individual divisions; R&D
expert clusters offer platforms for researchers
to discuss particular topics; and the so-called
Synergy Platform (the Group’s own annual
conference that receives external inputs from
internationally renowned experts) also promotes
face-to-face meetings and networking.
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RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT ON
SUSTAINABLE MATERIALS AND

APPLICATIONS

As far as development is concerned, voestalpine
focuses on pushing the digitalization of its entire
value chain, developing innovative approaches
for the mobility industry, and enabling CO,-
neutral steel production.

Important R&D activities are aimed at mo-
bility and energy—the two industries that are
also voestalpine’s biggest earners. At present,

these two technology-intensive sectors are
experiencing a sea change toward resource-
efficient, sustainable approaches.

Steel as a material has become absolutely indis-
pensable to all of it. It contributes to sustaina-
bility in two ways: For one, steel can be recycled
in its totality and re-used any number of times.
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